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UW MEDICINE | PATIENT EDUCATION 

Hepatobiliary Scan 
How to prepare and what to expect 

This handout explains what a hepatobiliary scan is, how it works, what to 
expect, and how to get your results. 

What is a hepatobiliary scan? 

How does it work? 

How do I prepare? 

• 

• 

• 

– 

– 

Scan this QR code 
with your phone 

camera for a digital 
copy of this handout. 

A gamma camera 



 

How Long Before Your Scan to Stop Taking Oral Pain 
Medicines 
 

Brand Names Drug Stop Taking It 

Dilaudid, Exalgo, 
Hydromorph Contin 

Hydromorphone 
hydrochloride 

11 hours before your scan 

Apokyn, Avinza, 
Embeda, Kadian, MS 
Contin, Oramorph SR, 
Roxanol 

Morphine 
sulfate 

16 hours before your scan 

Combunox, Oxycet, 
OxyContin, OxyIR, 
Percocet, Percodan, 
Roxicet, Roxicodone, 
Roxilox, Tylox 

Oxycodone 14 hours before your scan 

Capital with Codeine, 
Fiorinal with Codeine, 
Tylenol with Codeine, 
all cough medicines 
with codeine 

Codeine 12 hours before your scan 

Anexsia, Co-gesic, 
Lortab, Norco, 
Reprexain, Vicodin, 
Vicoprofen, Zydone 

Hydrocodone 15 hours before your scan 

Dolophine, 
Methadose 

Methadone If you have been taking it less 
than 3 days: Stop taking it 32 
hours before your scan 

If you have been taking it 3 days 
or longer: Stop taking it 2 weeks 
before your scan 

 

Day Before Your Scan 

On Scan Day 

• 

• 



© University of Washington Medical Center Published 
PFES: 2005, 2009, 2016, 2018, 2021, 2023, 2024 
Clinician Review: 07/2024 
Reprints on Health Online: https://healthonline.washington.edu 

Page 2 of 3 | Hepatobiliary Scan 
UWMC Imaging Services | Box 357115 

1959 N.E. Pacific St., Seattle, WA 98195 | 206.598.6200 

Page 3 of 3 | Hepatobiliary Scan 
UWMC Imaging Services | Box 357115 

1959 N.E. Pacific St., Seattle, WA 98195 | 206.598.6200 

If You Are of Childbearing Age 

• 

• 

• 

What to Expect 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

What will I feel during the scan? 

• 

• 

What happens to the radioactive tracer? 

Who interprets the results and how do I get them? 

Questions? 

Your questions are important. 
Call your doctor or healthcare 
provider if you have questions 
or concerns. 

 UWMC Nuclear Medicine/ 
Imaging Services: 
206.598.6200 

 Harborview Nuclear 
Medicine: 206.744.4473 

 UWMC - Northwest Imaging 
Services: 206.598.4240 

 


