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Transjugular Liver Biopsy 
How to prepare and what to expect 

This handout explains how to prepare for and what to expect when 
having a transjugular liver biopsy. 

What is a liver biopsy? 

Why do I need a liver biopsy? 

• 

• 

What happens during the procedure? 

• 

• 

• 

Scan this QR code 
with your phone 

camera for a digital 
copy of this handout. 
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Are there risks involved? 

Sedation  

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Before Your Procedure 

Before You Arrive  
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• 

• 

• 

• 

The Day of Your Procedure  

• 

• 

• 

• 

At the Hospital  
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After Your Procedure  

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

For 24 Hours 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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For 48 to 72 Hours 

• 

• 

When to Call

• 

• 

• 

Call 911 or go to the nearest emergency department if you have: 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Who to Call 

University of Washington Medical Center and Northwest Hospital  

• 

• 

Harborview Medical Center  
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Questions? 

Your questions are important. 
Call your doctor or healthcare 
provider if you have 
questions or concerns.  

UWMC – Montlake: 
206.598.6209, option 2 

UWMC – Northwest:   
206.598.6209, option 3 

Harborview Medical Center:  
206.744.2857 
 
After hours and on weekends 
and holidays: 
Call 206.598.6190 and ask to 
page the Interventional 
Radiology resident on call.  
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